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By Jolun P. MacKenzie

Washington Post 31alf Wrnter
The Supreme Court was
asxed yesterday to decide
svhiether the Central Intelli-
zence Agenyy has  broad
power to suppress writings of

Zormer employees about what! sitied.
Zhey learned while working

for the CIA. «

Vietor L. Marchettt and
John D. Marks, coauthors of
The “partly censored book,
“CIA and the Cult of Intelli.
=ence,”  joined publisher
Alfred A, Knopf, Inc.. in seek-
kag 2 high dourt hearing,

The Fourth U.S. Cireuit
Court of Appeals last month
sustained the CIA's right to
-enforce its secrecy agreement
with Marchetti, a former high.
ranking ageney employee, and
relaved the CIA's burden ot

roving that deleted passagesy
from the book contained clas-

- an item could have been clas-
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"anywhere on 2 government!
Toeument bearine a ciassifica-
“ten samy. e court sald
there was a “presumption of
regularity in performance by
public offivials” safc;uardin;’l
rgoverniment secrets, su that if

.sified it was in fact classified.:

Melvin L. Wulf and Floyd
Abrams, atterneys for the au-
thors and publisher, said the
appellate court ignored evi.
dence that government classi.
fying officers do not classify
everything that could be clas-

The book has been pub-i
lished with numerous blank
-spaces marking CIA deletions.

If the court decides to hear
the case, oral argument would
“be in the fall. If the court re-
jcets the petition, the apellate:
i court ruling will stand, -

-

;'Not on Rockefeller Pancl’s Agenda

(Arzociates! Dpess

sified information.

The lower court “prostrated
Iiself before the totem of na-
tional security,” the petition’
sald. “and completely ignored
the compelling clairs of free

A" White House spokesman'
denied a report last night that
the Rockefeller Commission
plans to investigate alleged.
CIA involvement in plots to

speech and iree press, which!
are guaranteed by the Consti-|
tution.”

In addition to the constitu.,
Conal attack, the petition cnal-
lenged the CI\'s right to ob-:
ain an injunction preventing|
publication of the disputed]
passages on grounds that Con.
gress had not authorized such |
court-orders despite the agen.|
cy's requests.

The authors and publisher
had won a significant vietory
last year when Distriet Judge|
Albert V. Bryan Jr. in Alexan-|
dria rejected the €CIA's claim!
that more than 200 wems of in.|
formation harl heen c¢lassified.
Bryan said ino agency ap-i
peared to cinssyiy the informa-i

tian on  the t when it
screened the manuseript, !
But the coir of appea's'

neld that intormuation should
ce deemed ¢! ied if it was’
“classitiable™  and  appeared

assassinate foreign leaders.

The New York Times guoted
White House sources in its
Sunday editions as saying the
Rockefeller commission will
investigate allegations of CIA
assassination plots against for-
eign leaders.

Assistant White House press

secretary Larry Speaks said |

that *“as far as I know there's

been no change in the Presi-. |

dent’s position” as relayed to
reporters last Tuesday,

At that ¢“me. press szeere-
tary Ron XN-osaen said Presi.
dent Ford feels that invesi-
- gating tue alleded foreizn as--

soesinstion piots would zo be- |
[, yond the Rockcfelier Commis-,

sion's jurisdiction,

The pancl. headed by Vice
President Neisan A, focikefol-
ler, was mandatad to look into
aliezations of illegal CIA do-
mastic spying. ]

Neszon addsd that it wotld’
he goarepriate dar o g special
suenate intellivence ¢onmuniflee
ciived by Sen. Frank Chureh
1D Idaho). to investivate the

'
'

assassination plot charges. i

Despite Nessen’s statement,
however, Rockefeller refused
to rule-out an investigation
by his commission into any do-
mestic arrangements linked to!

CIA involvement with the
. overseas  assassination  at-
tempts,

And Samuel Papich, former
liaison between the FBI and
LCIA, has said he expecis to
be called to testify before the

'Rockefeller panel about re-
.rorted CIA contacts with the
. Mafia regarding allezed plots
to assassinate Cuban Premer
:Fidel-Castro, '

In a recent telephone intet‘-;
{view from New llexico, Pap-
‘ich denicd that he had any in-
; formation to substantiate those

iallegations of CIA contacts
;with the Mafia,
However, several other
jsources have acknowledged
ithat the Mafia—which con-
.trolled gambling casinos and
other enterprises in Cuha ke
fore Castro took powsr—nhad
provided information abonut
.Cubha to the CIA. )
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CIA Death-Plot Probe ADenied"
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